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FIRST 

l^nPMATION DISC* risiTWF STATEMENT 

. f iw^tc Date: September 30, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents " v 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 -56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of the foreign documents cited is enclosed. Copies of 
the listed U.S. patents are not enclosed since it is no longer required according to the July 11, 2003 
waiver of requirements for copies of cited U.S. patents in national patent applications filed after 
June 30, 2003 and international applications entering the national stage under 35 U.S.C. §371 after 

June 30, 2003. 

1. USP 5,859,486 

2. USP 6,121,711 

3. USP 6,167,610 

4. USP 6,323,571 

5. USP 6,362,553 

6. USP 4,116,033 

7. USP 5,694,679 

8. USP 6,369,687 

9. JP 57-100823 

10. JP 60-46620 
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11. JP 11-98774 

12. UK 1 477 005 

13. JP 2000-201458 

14. JP 2000-152525 

15. JP 2000-184630 

16. JP 08-019196 

17. JP 11-346447 

18. JP 08-275468 

19. JP 09-308143 

Reference Nos. 9-11 are cited on pages 1 and 2 of the specification. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 
However, copies of the listed U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are not enclosed 
since it is no longer required according to the July 11, 2003 wavier of the requirement for copies of 
cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications in national patent applications filed after 
June 30, 2003 and international applications entering the national stage under 35 U.S.C. § 371 after 
June 30, 2003. 

The documents are being submitted within three (3) months of the filing or entry of the 
national stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever is later. 
Since documents are being filed within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) no fee or 
statement is required. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to copending application number 10/111,701, naming 
Nobuaki Miyake et al. as inventor(s) and filed on April 29, 2002, and the documents cited therein, 

a copy of which is enclosed. 

In accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609(c)(2) (August 2001, page 600-131), the Office is 
requested to return a copy of this Information Disclosure Statement with the Examiner's 
initials adjacent to this paragraph indicating that this copending application has been 
considered. By citation to the copending application, confidentiality is not waived and the 
Office is requested to maintain the confidentiality of the copending application under 
35 U.S.C. § 122. 

This Information Disclosure Statement contains information which is not in the English 
language but was cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
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foreign application. In accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609A(3) an English language version of the 
search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is being 
submitted herewith. 

To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner-initialed copy of this form be returned to the undersigned. 



Date: ^ P t*mh*r 30. 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 
Burns, doane?*swe$ker & mathis, L.L.P. 
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Registration No. 32,131 
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FIRST INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Nobuaki MIYAKE et al. 




Filing Date 
September 30, 2003 


Group 
Unasisgned 



Examiner 
Initials 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



5,859,486 



6,121,711 



6,167,610 



6,323,571 



6,362,553 



4,116,033 



5,694,679 



Kind Code 
(if known) 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 



Nakahara et al. 



Nakahara et al. 



Nakahara et al. 



Nakahara et al. 



Nakahara et al. 



Iwaki et al. 



Sassi 



Issue/Publication 

Date 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 



01-12-1999 



09-19-2000 



01-02-2001 



11-27-2001 



03-26-2002 
09-26-1978 



12-09-1997 
04-09-2002 



6,369,687 



Akita et al. 



Examiner 
Initials 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



57-100823 



60-46620 



11-98774 



1 477 005 



2000-201458 



2000-152525 



2000-184630 



08-019196 



11-346447 



08-275468 



09-308143 



Kind Code 
(if known) 



Country 



Japan 



Japan 



Japan 



United Kingdom 



Japan 



Japan 



Japan 



Japan 



Japan 



Japan 



Japan 



Date of Publication 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 



06-23-1982 



10-17-1985 



04-09-1999 



06-22-1977 



07-18-2000 
05-30-2000 



06-30-2000 



01-19-1996 



12-14-1999 



10-18-1996 



11-28-1997 



Translation 
Yes No 



X 
X 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Include name of author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (boot r^azine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 




, , Date 

Examiner j | Considered , 

J Signature | ^PEp "§609 Pra ne through citation if noi in conformance and not 

sr^,^^^ pa,ents ' p °- Box 1450 ' ™ ria - VA 22313 - 1450 



(07/03) 



